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A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED BT THE COMMITTEE] 

For the more expeditious Recovery of Small Debts 
in Ireland. 




Note. — Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the 'Written Copy. 





^ H (HB 31 an eafy, expeditious, and cheap Method of Preamble, 
lam I recovering Small Debts, and determining Small Caufes 
^ ‘|> arifing out of Perfonal Gontradl or Obligation in that 

Part of .the United Kingdom called Irelaiid, would be of 
great Advantage in the Adminiflration of Juflice, particularly to the 
lower Orders of People.; 



May it therefore plcafe Your MAJE'STY, 

That it may be Ena61ed[; hS it CudM by the 'KING'S 
Moft Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pi-dent 
Parliament affembled, and .by the Authority of the fame, That it Jiiftices of 
fliall be lawful for any Juflice of Peace in Ireland., -within their 
refpeftive Counties, to hear, try, .and' determine, as ihall ap.]>ear to hear and de- 
them agreeable to Equity and good Confcience, ail Caufes and 
Complaints brought before them concerning the Recovery of Smal? Debts. 
Debts, and the determining of Small Caufes, or. making effeflnal any 

Demand 
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rvmnnrl out ‘ of Petfonal Contraa or'- ObUgatioii : Pro- 

fiel/xhr'ea alwavs', that the Debt or DetoancHlrall not exceed the Value 

Pounds. of Three Pounds, exclullve of Cofts, and that m a fummary wa), 
as hereinafter meiition-ed. 

To proceed And be it further Bhraaed, That all fuch Caufes lhaU proceed 
upon Pet, non Petitioner Complaint, ftating ihortly the Caufe or Ground of 

afuuiuiary ^ ooncluding that the Defendant is indebted to he Plam- 

-tilF in a Sum certain, which Pef.tion being prelented to the Juftice, 
he lhal! at the Bottom thereof, fummons the Defendant to appear 
- perfona liy before him on a Day. certain therein natned which on- 
linal Petition and Summons ftiallbe ierv^d on the Defendan pe - 
fonally Font clear Days previous to the Day of 1 nal appointed by 
How juaiccs the Juftice ; and in cale the Defendant fliall not appear before he 
may proceed, t fpy ; purftiance of fuch Summons fo perfonally ferved pon 
him as aforefaid, before the Hour of Two of the Clock onAhe Day 
appointed, he ftiall be confidered by the juftice as confeffing the 
D?bt, and a Decree ftiall pafs againft him for fuch Sum as *6 Juft 
upon examining into the Merits of the Caufe, IhaH think 

right. 



And be it further Enaaed, That it ftiall and may be lawful for 
the Juftice of Peace before whom the Caufe rs tried, to fommoii 
Wltneffes either on the Part of the Plaintiff or Defendant, m cafe 
ftiall be required by either Party fo to do ; and in cafe any Perfon 
fliall refufe to attend, after havmg been perfonally furomoned, with- 3 
out making a reafonahle Excufe, or (hall refufe to be examined as 
a Witnefs, he fliall be fined, at the Difcretioii of the ^iftice,.any 
Sum not exceeding Twenty Shillings, to be levied by Diftrefs and 
Sale of his Goods and Chattels, under a Warrant from the Juftice 
for that Purpofe. 

Provided always, and be it further Enaaed, That 111 cafo Ml 
appeai, by Examiiatioii upon Oath as aforefaid that all due Mi- 
geice has been ufed by the Plaintiff to 

?onallv fummoned, but that he has not been able fo to do, and that 
there is Sn to believe that he has abfeonded in order to avoid 
perfonal Service, that then and in all fuch Cafes_3t fliall an 
lawful for the Juftice to direa fuch other Service, in lieu of per 
folli as he ftiall think fit, after which the Caufe fliall proceed as if 
the Defendant had been perfonally ferved. 

And be it further Enaaed, That it may be _lawM 

the Juftice to examine Witneffes, and the P^t'«s t. for the 

Oath, proceeding on the Reference of either Pai tv, 

Abfence of a Witnefs, or for any other good Reafon affi nty ^ 
journ the Caufe to another Day, '''h'ch Adjouniraent th P^^ 

, . 'ond Witneffes ftiall be ordered to attend ; Provided always, 

mLrto b'; Solicitor or Attorney, nor any Perfon pra^'<j"S Perfo.i 4 

to P*=tid for either Party ; Provided alio, tha. 



Witneffes to 
be fum- 
moned. 

Penalty on 
Non-attend- 
ance. 



Where Party 
cannot be 
found, Juf- 
tice may 
direft other 
Service. 



Parties to be 
examined 

upon Oath. 
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fiimmoned as a Witiiefs fhall be paid by the Party i,- 

.^cafe he fl>ali d d,, ,,, 3 

Time, and alio Three Pence per Mile for every Mile backward 
and forward which he has been obliged to travel in order to be 
examined. . ^ oo 

favt^of^hlS^tW^^^^^ flrallbein Decr.eiobc 

fXling: ’ ”P Words 

Juftice, 

of the Peace for the County of 

, “ Defendant in this Caufe, to pay 

*e Amount of the Damages by him 

liiftarned ihere mmtton for what the Demand ■wmUoiiiher 

“ the Sum of “‘‘'"‘‘’S “ 

“ Given under my Hand 
“ Day 

{Signed by the Jufike:] 

Which Decree, when figned by the Juftice, and given to the Party .-w , n „ 

m whofe favour it is, lhall be conlidered as a Warrant of Execution >>' 

for tl^ Debt and Cofts aforelaid, if not paid within Six Days fmm of 

■ is t?e f n' his Perfon to Prifon, according 

as the Juftice lhall direa, by an Indorlem.ent on the Back of th? 

Warrant, m the following Words : 

" T executed againft the Defendant’s Perfon or 

a IS to be executed againft the Defendant’s Goods’ and 
Chattels <^as the Caje may be~\ ” 

And which Indorfement lhall be ligned and fealed by the Juftice. 

And be it further Enaaeo’, That in cafe the Plaintiff lhall on 

Defendant, heLilgive' “wl'“„r 
imm!l f Dxecu ion to the Conftable of the Baronv, who lhall 
■mmediately go and d.ftrain the Goods and Chattels of the ot 

tt Mlrte S*''= P"“- Notice auhe 

thVDefen^anf ^ “P ‘be Goods and Chattels of 

after dt S ’ tbp Overplus (if any) to the Defendant, 

Expence of'^the Sixpence for the 

Ixt thinks prop.r ft 

hy ‘•he nif,=r j ’ ^‘^re6t Lhe Sum which he has decreed to be paid lo 

ments ‘bndant to the Plaintiff, by Weekly or Monthly luftal- '"f 

®-nts, according to the Circumftances of the l 4 rtv. ^ h.lla.me„u. 



/- 

,d 
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And be itfurtlier Etiaaed, That the following Fees, and no other, 
fliall be allowed or taken by any Perfon for executing this Aft ; and 6 
that if any Perfon flrall take any other Fee, Reward, or Gratuity, 
under any Pretence whatfoever, he fliall forfeit the Sum of Twenty 
Shillings for every Offence : 

Drawing out the Petition or Complaint, Sixpence. 

Conftable for executing the Decree either againft Goods or Perfon, 

Two Shillings and Sixpence. 

Provided always, and be it further Enadled, That it fhall and 
may be lawful to and for any Perfon that fhall find, or think him or 
herfelf aggrieved by the Decree of the Juftice, to appeal to the Af- 
fiftant Barrifter, at the next Quarter Seffions to be held for that 
Diftria wherein the-Caufe of Aaion arofe, tvhich Appeal the laid 
Affiffant Barrifter is hereby required to hear and determine, and all 
Proceedings fhall flop on the Decree made by the Juftice, th^e Par^ 
appealing firft: paying the adverfe Party Cofts allowed in this Ad, 
and entering before ^he Juftice into a Recognizance to pay the 
Sum decreed againfl him, with Cofts, in cale upon the .Appeal 
Judgment fhall be given againft him. 
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[as amended by the committee] 
For the more expeditious Recovery of Small 



